
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter 
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, 
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your 
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in 
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type. 
                                                                               *Please stand as you are able  

PRELUDES Paraphrase and Double Chorale 
  (on Gregorian Easter themes)  Tournemire 
  Solemn Entry Richard Strauss 

* HYMN 123 (in bulletin)      Jesus Christ Is Risen Today       Easter Hymn 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 118): 

 Leader: The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!   

 People: The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

 Leader: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief  
  cornerstone. 

 People: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

 Leader: Christ is Risen! 

 People: HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

INTROIT This Is the Day Jacobus Gallus 

This is the day the Lord hath Made. We will all rejoice, be glad in it. Alleluia. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            

(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.) 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, we are often not the Easter People that we should be, 
living in the certain knowledge of your great mercy and love.  Forgive 
us for our disbelief — for seeing an empty tomb and thinking it a 
cruel trick; for discovering a discarded burial cloth yet still holding  
to death; for hearing words of life but keeping them to ourselves.  
Distracted by the world around us we fail to hear your voice.  Forgive 
our stubbornness; forgive our fears.  Let us remember that we are to 
become people of the Resurrection; people who know that what was 
thought to be impossible has been conquered.  Fill us with your love 
and help us to become the disciples that you need to serve in this 
world.  We ask this in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News: in Jesus 
 Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks through 
 despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God! Amen. 

* RESPONSE Hymnal No. 106, Verse 1 Alleluia No. 1 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation. 
Alleluia…  



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your  
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”   

Response - “And also with you.”) 

* HYMN 108 (in bulletin)  Christ Is Alive      Truro 

+ Children and Youth remain for Worship.  
Ask an usher for a copy of a Children's Easter Story Booklet. + 

  

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                  Isaiah 65:17-25 

ANTHEM                  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today       John Rutter 

 Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  
 Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!    
 

 Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!   
 Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!   
 

 Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!   
 Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!    
 

 Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!   
 Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

SECOND LESSON             John 20:1-18 

SERMON                     “Working Knowledge”          Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY     Easter Proclamation             John Ferguson 

 Christ has died! Christ has risen! Risen from the dead! 
 Chris has died and Christ has risen! What a wonder we proclaim. 
 What a treasure we are given. What good news we know and claim. 
 Sin and death both flee before him, bondage breaks, injustice fades. 
 On this day, adore and praise him, who deliverance has made. 
 



  

 

 Christ has died and risen for us, standing in our destined place; 
 God has granted our forgiveness, by the sacrifice of grace. 
 As a Lamb both pure and blameless, broken and outpoured is he; 
 Now no sin or fault can claim us, for God’s blessings we receive. 
 

 Christ has died and Christ has risen! What a wonder we proclaim. 
 What a treasure we are given. What good news we know and claim. 
 Jesus is our celebration; Jesus Christ, who sets us free. 
 Jesus is our sure salvation; now and for eternity.  

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS                  Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
 forever. Amen. 

* RESPONSE       Hallelujah! (“Messiah”)   G.F. Handel 

 Hallelujah! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this world is 
 become the Kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever  
 and ever.           -REVELATION 19:6, 11:15 

  
THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 119                     The Strife Is O’er            Victory 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE              Toccata (from Symphony 5)          C. M. Widor  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 65:17-25 (NRSV) 

 For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the  
former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 18But be  
glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to  
create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 19I will rejoice  
in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of  
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 20No more shall there be  
in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does  
not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be  
considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be  
considered accursed. 21They shall build houses and inhabit them; they 
shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22They shall not build and  
another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the  
days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain, or bear 
children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD— 
and their descendants as well. 24Before they call I will answer, while  
they are yet speaking I will hear. 25The wolf and the lamb shall feed  
together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food 
shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. 
 
John 20:1-18 (NRSV) 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other  
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 
tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw  
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon  
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 



  

 

and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she  
bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white,  
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  
15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you  
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir,  
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 
take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him 
in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do 
not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go 
to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and  
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




